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The [Malcom Anderson] man said the most senseless thing possible, "We are at war with Japan, Germany, and Italy.""And what is the war about?" I asked.
"Japan is against America and the world," he replied. "I don't think so," said I. "The Japanese are our allies." "Oh no they're not," he replied. "Why, they've just
invaded Australia. Have you not heard about it?" For the moment I said nothing, I was... in the arena, and, as he saw, I was going to fight back. I was fighting
for my world and his. I was fighting for my wife, for my children, for my brothers, for our women, and for all... of the things that any man holds dear. You ask
why the Chinese, British, and French thought it was all a big joke? He did not know. Not then. He became obsessed for a while with the idea that it was all a
joke, but, as he joined battle, he saw that they were deadly serious, and it occurred to him that in their eyes we were the joke. And then he stopped joking.

The man who wrote the entire procedure, in fact, lay quietly in his comfortable bed back at the Quonset hut on St. Croix and somehow, as if it were
something else, a feeling of well-being came over him. He knew that, in the best sense, he was not worried about the consequences. From the sky, far away,

he could see the havoc that was being created as the enemy tried to recapture St. Croix. An enemy attack had taken place, quite late last night, probably
after he had gone to bed, only a half mile or so away, and the air was alive with shells and bombs. He couldn't see the island from the air except for the part

of the road that ran west to the airstrip where he always kept his plane.
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